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June 8, 2006 
 

The Best Queer Cinema on the Planet: Frameline Turns 30  
By Erica Marcus 

Boy I Am (6/17, Victoria) Sam Feder, someday I have to meet you! Sam and Julie 
Hollar directed this documentary which is not just the usual tranny film. But more on the 
film itself in a second. Meantime, here is a good reason to see the film. Sam’s mom, Jane, 
is way cooool. Jane lives in Brooklyn and was a good friend of my mom, Ray, who was 
pretty cool herself. Jane still lives on the 2nd floor and my mom lived on the 9th. I think 
they used to talk about their queer children together. Now, is that a reason to see a film or 
not! OK, it’s my reason. But yeah, I liked this film, and I have seen a number of tranny 
films over the years! Cinematically, the film is a traditional and straightforward 
documentary, however it does juxtapose powerful portraits of FTM’s Nicco, Norie and 
Keegan with a number of articulate women who raise questions and voice doubts that 
many of us are thinking but don’t dare say aloud. The interviews in the film with Judith 
“Jack” Halberstam talking about gender are worth the ticket price alone. 
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Outfest 
Boy I Am 
By ROBERT KOEHLER 
Produced, directed by Samantha Feder, Julie Hollar. Executive producer, Feder. 
 With:  Nicco, Norrie, Keegan. 
  
 
One of the first pics to seriously tackle the pheno menon of transgender surgery, "Boy I 
Am" frankly documents a trio of young people in the  midst of the process. Filmmakers 
Samantha Feder and Julie Hollar effectively use the ir tiny DV cameras to make their 
subjects feel comfortable opening up, and directly address the problems lesbians have 
with women determined to become men. Novel though c rudely assembled doc should stir 
up chatter on the gay and lesbian film circuit, and  will prove handy among nonprofits as 
an education tool.  

Nicco, Norrie and Keegan -- all in their 20s, all in the midst of the transgender phase of their lives 
-- are followed several months before surgeries as they mentally adjust to the fact that they're 
making radical shifts in their lives. Norrie, an African American, is concerned about the added 
pressures of becoming a man, while Keegan appears to be the one in the group who has most 
completely thought through the sexual and personal aspects of her choice. Lesbian critics of the 
procedure are given their say, as are a host of rather verbose experts.  

Camera (color, DV), Feder, Hollar; editor, Jules Rosskam. Reviewed at Outfest, Los Angeles, 
July 8, 2006. (Also in NewFest, San Francisco Gay and Lesbian film festivals.) Running time: 68 
MIN.  
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Finding the Femme Within  
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