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Synopsis
With profound insight and a healthy dose of levity, COMPLAINTS OF A DUTIFUL DAUGHTER chronicles the various stages of a mother's Alzheimer's Disease and the evolution of a daughter's response to the illness.  The desire to cure the incurable - to set right her mother's confusion and forgetfulness, to temper her mother's obsessiveness - gives way to an acceptance which is finally liberating for both daughter and mother.  Neither depressing nor medical, COMPLAINTS OF A DUTIFUL DAUGHTER is way more than a story about Alzheimer's and family caregiving.  It is ultimately a life-affirming exploration of family relations, aging and change, the meaning of memory, and love.
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Credits
Produced, Directed and Written by . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Deborah Hoffmann

Cinematography. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Frances Reid

Editing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Jennifer Chinlund & 









   Deborah Hoffmann

Original Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Mary Watkins

Graphic Artist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cappy Coates

Graphic Consultant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Peter Adair

Second Monologue Directed by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Allie Light 









   with Irving Saraf

On Line Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ed Rudolph/Video Arts

Sound Mixer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Will Harvey/Music Annex

16mm                    44 Minutes                    1994

Production funded in part through a

Western State Regional Media Arts Fellowship
awarded by

the Portland Art Museum Northwest Film Center, Portland Oregon

in a program sponsored by the

National Endowment for the Arts and the American Film Institute

Lucius and Eva Eastman Fund

Fleishhacker Foundation

The Pioneer Fund
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Crew Biographies
DEBORAH HOFFMANN - Producer, Director, Writer, Co-Editor

Deborah Hoffmann has worked in the San Francisco Bay Area as a film and video editor for the past 12 years, editing numerous internationally acclaimed documentaries.  For editing The Times of Harvey Milk, she received a National Emmy and the film received an Academy Award.  Marlon Riggs' video Color Adjustment, which she edited, received a Peabody and an International Documentary Association Award.  She also edited Ethnic Notions and Men Who Molest, which both received National Emmys, was an editor on Common Threads which received an Academy Award, and edited Acting Our Age, about women growing old.

Frances Reid - Cinematographer
Frances Reid has worked in film for over 20 years.  Her cinematography credits demonstrate her unique ability to be in sensitive situations and put people at ease.  Such credits include the documentaries The Times of Harvey Milk, The Ride to Wounded Knee, Acting Our Age, Living with AIDS, Rethinking Rape and Breaking Silence.  She is currently producing a feature documentary about college students' attitudes about race, titled Skin Deep.

Jennifer Chinlund - Editor

Jennifer Chinlund is an acclaimed film editor whose credits include Ishi, The Last Yahi, Hearts and Hands, Contrary Warriors, and Hope: Songs of the Fourth World.
Mary Watkins - Composer
Mary Watkins has composed and performed music for the past 30 years.  Her film credits include Ethnic Notions, Color Adjustment, Freedom on My Mind and Straight From The Heart.
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Festival Screenings and Awards
Academy Award (R) Nomination


Best Documentary
Austin Gay & Lesbian Film Festival - 1994

Berlin Film Festival - 1995

British Medical Association Film & Video Competition - 1994

Chicago Film Festival - 1994


Silver Plaque Award - Social/Political Documentary
CINE Golden Eagle - 1994

Cinema du Reel, Paris - 1995

42nd Columbus Film and Video Festival - 1994


Chris Award - Best Health & Medical Film,

 
Christopher Columbus Award - Most Creative of Festival
Denver International Film Festival - 1994

IDA Award Nomination - 1994

Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Film Festival - 1994

New York Lesbian & Gay Experimental Film Festival - 1994

Olympia Film Festival - 1994

San Francisco Jewish Film Festival - 1994

San Francisco Lesbian & Gay Film Festival - 1994


Audience Award - Best Documentary
Santa Barbara Lesbian & Gay Film Festival - 1994

Sundance Film Festival - 1995
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Selected Quotes About The Film
"Hoffmann has made a loving, optimistic and authentic film about her mother, 

and the struggles to adjust to the changes wrought by Alzheimer's Disease ...

A film that families beginning to deal with dementia or looking at placement will want to see." - William Fisher, Alzheimer's Association, Greater San Francisco Bay

Area Chapter.
"[Hoffmann's picture] is probably the strongest documentary in the festival.  It's so emotional, so impactful, the way it's done...from the first minute I was emotionally engaged in it and fascinated by the broader issues about memory and relationships." - Jenni Olson, Co-Director, San Francisco International Lesbian & Gay Film Festival
"A film that all professionals in the field of aging should see; but most especially, it provides inspiration for Alzheimer's caregivers - both formal and informal." - Marcia Freedman, American Society on Aging
"Offers a refreshing and enlightening perspective that is a must-see for family and professional caregivers." - Theresa Sullivan, Family Caregivers Alliance

"Hoffmann tackles the role of memory in identity and happiness with a rare combination of intelligence, dry wit and deep emotion." - Laura Miller, San Francisco Examiner
"A stunning, moving portrait of love, compassion and acceptance...a truly inspiring experience." - Michael Fox, Jewish Bulletin
"This provocative film gives a critical and honest view of a family experiencing Alzheimer's disease and is definitely a film to be used for professional training." - Linda Griffith, Director, Alzheimer's Program, UCSF/Mount Zion Center on Aging
"A moving account of mother and daughter.  Well done.  A sensitive portrayal of a mother's move to Residential Care - a healing move for both." - Nancy Mace, Co-Author The 36 Hour Day.
"I really wish families all over the country who are struggling with this illness could this [this] film." - Dr. Nanette Gartrell, Psychiatrist
