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Escuel a, A filmby Hannah Weyer

LESSON: Students will conduct a debate on a related topic
rai sed in the docunentary, Escuela. Students will viewthe
docunentary, discuss related topics raised inthe film
conduct research and debate the chosen topic in class.
Extension activities include research projects and a
letter-witing canpaign

GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

SUBJECTS: Covernnent, Soci ol ogy, Social Problens, G vics,
Commruni cati ons, Speech, Language Arts

ESTI MATED TI ME OF COVPLETION: five days to 3 weeks

For many years, social activists, politicians and educators
have debated several proposals to inprove the lives of

m grant workers and their fanmlies. The P.QO V. program
Escuel a can be used to introduce and hei ghten awareness of
several of these issues. In Escuela, Liliana and Elizabeth
Luis - two Mexican-American mgrant sisters - try to nake
their way in 21st century Anerica. For Liliana, who begins
her freshman year in high school, this neans dealing with
t he harsh demands of work in the fields, constant trave
and endl essly changi ng schools, classes and friends as she
mgrates wwth her farmworker famly between California,
Texas and Mexico. For Elizabeth, a limted education and
the struggle to secure citizenship for her husband conbi ne
to create an uncertain econom c outlook. In this
conpassionate portrait, Escuela tells the story of one

Mexi can-Anerican famly's drive towards a better future.

In this | esson, teans of four students will research and
debate a series of proposals of change in the status quo.
The students will use established debate formats and are
j udged using a standard rubric.

As a result of the lesson, the students wll:

1. | earn about conflicting views regarding life and
education for mgrant famlies.
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2. recogni ze the contributions of mgrant farm worker
famlies and gain an appreciation for their way of life.

3 devel op persuasi ve speaki ng and argunentation skills.

4. devel op proper research skills (both online and using
print nedia).

5. devel op an appreciation for the inpact on Anmerican

culture of inmgrant groups, their culture, and | anguage.

* video copy of the POV program Escuel a
e conputers enabled with internet access
tel evision and VCR

procedure

A) Suggested Pre- Screeni ng Questions:

Before viewing the film discuss with students the
excitenent, anticipation and anxiety of the first day of
hi gh school. Consider howit would feel if you were
entering high school in a different community w thout any
of your friends. Imagine if your first |anguage was
different fromthat of the new school (i.e., you were
entering school in Japan, France, or Spain with only one
year of foreign | anguage study.) Now, imagine entering a
new school four different tines in a school year

As they watch the film ask students to pay attention to
depictions of values as they relate to work, famly and
education. Take note of Liliana s experience as she and her
famly nove fromone state to the next. Focus on her
enotional experience as it relates to re-enrolling in
school, home life and the nove itself. Also take note of
El i zabeth's refl ections on her high school experience as
they relate to her current econom c situation.

B) Viewthe filmtogether as a whol e cl ass.

C) Using cooperative |earning groups of 3-4 students,
answer the questions suggested in the fil m guide.

D) After small group discussions, the class should
reconvene to share their concl usions.

E) Choose a Debate Topic fromthe |list provided.

Prepare students for devel opi ng concepts and ideas for the
debate. The teacher should nention that a debate is a
"peaceful argument,” and that the purpose of a debate is
For more information or to order films, visit our website at www.wmm.com
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for the contestants to prove their point and sway a judge
or judges to their view through the use of |ogic and

evi dence. The teacher al so needs to ensure that students
are aware that debates, while often adversarial in nature,
should be friendly in nature.

DEBATE TOPI CS

1. Resol ved: The United States Governnent shoul d enact
| egi sl ati on banning bilingual education and institute an
"English-only" policy in all US schools.

2. Resol ved: The US Congress shoul d pass Senate
Resol ution 1291 all owi ng undocunented m grant students
who have graduated froma US high school to pay in-state
tuition at state universities.

3. Resol ved: The Texas system of TAAS testing should be
used as a nodel for all states and school districts as a
means to raise student schol astic achi evenent,
particularly in areas with | arge popul ati ons of m grant
st udent s.

4. Resol ved: Growers who enploy m grant workers shoul d
be required to provide adequat e housi ng.
5. Resol ved: All mgrant workers should be included

under the National Labor Rel ations Act.
Cick here to access a guide to a standard debate fornmat.

F) Require that students use individual case studies or
incidents fromthe vari ous videos as evidence in their
debat e.

G Encourage students to supplenent their evidence with
their own research. A sanple list of resources that can be
used is included below. One of the nore conplete search
engi nes that students can use to gather information online
is Google. Students may also utilize traditional forns of

i nformation, such as encycl opedi as, books, nagazi nes, etc.

H) Develop a rubric to judge the debate (or to allow the
class to judge the debate) based on criteria including
speaki ng style, devel opnent of | ogical argunents,
guestioning skills, and evidence. The best way to do this
woul d be to develop a grid of sone sort with a 1-5 scale
for each category (1= poor; 5= excellent). The teacher
shoul d al so add a space for coments on what they felt as
far as a critique of the debate. If the school offers an
i nterschol astic debate program the school's forensics
coach may have ballots that may be utilized. A sanple
rubric that can either be used "as is" or adapted to fit a
For more information or to order films, visit our website at www.wmm.com
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specific class instance can be found at
http://7-12educat ors. about . com educati on/ 7-
12educat or s/ bl rubri cdebat e. ht m

This rubric is fairly "straightforward” in that it
simplifies the evaluation of the debate and nmakes it easy
for both sides to understand the criteria. It can easily be
used by the teacher, students in the class, or others to
effectively judge the debate.

The teacher can judge the debate or have students act as
judges. Cenerally, the winner of the debate is determ ned
by which team scores higher in the rubric. Traditionally,
since the negative (those opposed to the resol ution)
represents the status quo and it is the affirmative' s view
t hat change is needed, the negative wins any tie.

I f the teacher desires to involve nore students, they may
el ect to change the debate format into one of a panel

di scussion. Wile the issue under consideration is the
sane, the format and outcone are sonewhat different. In a
di scussion, the group works together in order to reach a
consensus deci si on

In interscholastic forensics conpetitions, discussion
groups usually run six to seven students, but the teacher
may decide to increase or decrease the nunber to fit their
class situation. The teacher may al so elect to divide the
debate topic into smaller, discussible subtopics, such as
"Shoul d bilingual education be allowed on the el enentary

| evel, and phased out on the secondary |evel?" or "Shoul d
students denonstrate a proficiency in English as a

requi renent for high school graduation?”

The format is sonewhat different, also. In a discussion,
one student is selected as "leader."” It is their job to
keep the discussion going snoothly, maintain order, allow
all participants an opportunity to speak, and summari ze
each of the discussion segnents. In sone discussion
formats, the | eader is scored and assessed separately from
the other participants. The | eader has the right to add
coments and participate in the discussion, as do the other
participants.

Once the leader is selected (either by the teacher or the
ot her participants), the followng format is maintained
(within the scope of the class period):
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. Definition of terns

* History of the situation/problem

* Problens with the current system

e Solutions to the problens identified by the group

Again, there is no set tinme frane for any one segnent;
however, the teacher and group should recognize that if
this is a one class period activity, enough tinme nust be
set aside for each segnent as well as the summaries by the
group | eader.

Once the discussion is conpleted, participants can be
evaluated in a rubric created by the teacher. Wile the
teacher may wi sh to develop his or her own assessnent tool
a sanple rubric is included as an exanpl e.

ALTERNATI VE LESSON ASSESSMENT:

1. Know edge of the subject material (20 points): How ruch
research did the participant do toward the discussion?
How effective was the research used?

2. Participation (20 points): How often did the participant
speak? Was the participation worthwhile?

3. Devel opment of logic skills (20 points): How well did
the participant utilize logic skills in making points and
denonstrating vi ewpoi nts?

4. Speaking ability (20 points): Did the participant nake
points well? Use correct grammar? Were they able to be
heard by the audi ence?

5. Cooperation (20 points): Did the participant act in a
manner of cooperation toward the | eader and other nenbers
of the group? Did the participant tend to nonopolize the
di scussion, or did they contribute significantly to the
final solution?

Extensi on Activities

1. RESEARCH PRQJECTS

The teacher may desire to have students research current

trends toward (or against) the follow ng rel ated topics.

Using information they acquire, they can wite editorials

ei ther supporting or rejecting their ideas.

a. Investigate contributions of mgrants to the U S
econony

b. Study the role of Agribusiness in the third world and
the US. (benefits and harns)

c. Study the history of the United Farm Workers novenent.
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d.

e.

2.

Study issues and controversies of the Wrld Trade
Organi zat i on.
Study the effects of standardi zed tests on rai sing
student achi evenent levels i.e., what is the relationship
bet ween hi gh-test scores and a well -rounded educati on.
Research current policies concerning bilingual
educat i on.

LETTER VWRI TI NG CAMPAI GN

After researching the issues, teachers nay el ect to have
students use the information they gather to wite letters

or

petitions to the editorial page of |ocal newspapers, to

state and national legislators or to their |ocal schoo
boar d.

Resour ce Links

PBS News Hour - forum page dealing with the plusses and
m nuses of bilingual education.

(http://ww. pbs. org/ newshour/forunl sept enber 97/ bi | i ngua
9-29.htm)

Nat i onal Association of School Adm nistrators -
di scussi ng sone of the problens and ideas regarding
devel opi ng prograns teachi ng non-English speakers to
speak and read Engli sh.
(http://ww. aasa. org/ publications/sa/ 1997 09/ honi g si deba
r dealing. htm

Washi ngt on Post - article which noted that Maryl and
teachers are being encouraged to include many non- Engli sh
speaki ng students in "high-stakes"” testing in an attenpt
to get theminvolved in actual classroomwork and

| earning English. (http://ww.washi ngtonpost.conifac2/ wp-
dyn?pagenane=arti cl e&node=&cont ent | d=A54392- 2002Apr 2)

Saskat chewan Education - discussing ideas and practice
for a successful kindergarten programfor students for
whom English is a second | anguage.

(http://ww. sasked. gov. sk. ca/ docs/ ki ndergarten/ ki ndl ang. h

tm)

San Jose Mercury News - article that states that many
school officials in the Bay Area oppose the elimnation
bi I'i ngual cl asses.

(http://ww. humet . ucl a. edu/ hummet /| i ngui sti cs/ peopl e/ gra
ds/ macswan/ SJWN10. ht n)
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* PBS Online News Hour - transcript froma broadcast in
whi ch reporter Gaven [ffil discusses the future of
bi I i ngual education with two California schoo
superi nt endents.
(http://ww. pbs. or g/ newshour/ bb/ educati on/j ul y-
dec00/ bi | ing ed backgrd-8-23. htm)

* Mgrant Education - this educational clearinghouse
offers online and print versions of publications
addressi ng resources and strategies for assisting in the
education of m grant children.

(http://ww. ael . or g/ page2. ht n?& ndex=751&pd=1&scope=m &pu

b=x&pv=Xx)

* National Association of State Directors of M grant
Education - official site. (http://ww.nasdne.org/)

e Texas Education Agency's Division of Mgrant Education -
provi des resources for |eadership in the field regarding
prograns and services that pronote academ c excell ence
and equity for the mgrant and i mm grant students of
Texas.

(http://ww. tea.state.tx.us/nclb/mgrant/index.htnl)

e National Labor Rel ations Board - provides information on

the enforcenent of the National Labor Rel ations Act.
Start by going to the Hel p Desk page.
(http://ww.nlrb. gov/nlrb/hone/ def aul t. asp)

* National Labor Relations Act - provides a description and

pur pose of the Act.
(http://hone. earthlink.net/~local 1613/nlra. htm)

e Immagration Links News - provides a list of inmgration-
related bills introduced during the 107th Congress.
(http://vww. i nmmgrationlinks.con news/ news1262. ht m)

» Sacks & Kol ken, Imm gration Lawers - many articles
concerning immgration |law, policy and advocacy
opportunities.
(http://ww. sackskol ken. conmf Advocacy/ August 3 2001. ht m)
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St andar ds

This | esson addresses the foll ow ng national content

standards established by MREL.

* Understands the inpact of major denographic trends on
the United States (e.g., population growh, increase in
immgration and refugees).

* Understands the effects that significant American
political devel opnments have on other nations (e.g.,

i mmgration policies; opposition to comrunisny pronotion
of human rights; foreign trade; economc, mlitary, and
humani tari an aid).

* Understands nmj or contenporary social issues and the
groups involved (e.g., the current debate over
affirmative action and to what degree affirnmative action
policies have reached their goals; the evolution of
governnment support for the rights of the disabled; the
energence of the Gay Liberation Movenent and civil rights
of gay Anericans; continuing debates over
mul ticulturalism bilingual education, and group identity
and rights vs. individual rights and identity; successes
and failures of the nodern fem ni st novenent).

* Uses criteria to evaluate own and others' effectiveness
in group discussions and formal presentations (e.g.,
accuracy, relevance, and organization of information;
clarity of delivery; relationships anong purpose,
audi ence, and content; types of argunents used,;
ef fecti veness of own contributions).

e Adjusts nessage wording and delivery to particul ar
audi ences and for particular purposes (e.g., to defend a
position, to entertain, to inform to persuade).
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