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Biographical note
Yulie Cohen, a sixth generation Israeli, was a captain in the Israeli Air force.  She earned a degree in Sociology & Anthropology from Tel Aviv University (1981) and an MA with distinction in Communication Arts from the New York Institute of Technology (1984).  She worked in films in New York and Los Angeles, returning to Israel in 1988 for the birth of the first of two daughters.
Since 1996, Yulie has produced and directed documentaries. My Terrorist (2002) received jury prize at the Jerusalem Film Festival, was Silver Wolf nominee at IDFA, was translated into 16 languages, broadcasted in 20 countries and screened at more than 100 film festivals around the world. The follow-up, My Land Zion (2004) was screened at many film festivals and broadcasted in ten countries.  The Art of Film Prize was given to Yulie by the Jerusalem Film Festival in 2005, and My Brother (2007) premiered at Haifa International film festival.  My Israel (2008) is her first feature documentary.

The Guardian 

Gareth McLean
May 14, 2008
My Israel: Storyville
9.50pm, BBC4 

…Storyville presents a fantastically interesting and moving film by Yulie Cohen…

http://www.guardian.co.uk/tv_and_radio/story/0,,2279738,00.html
The Times

Tim Teeman
May 15, 2008 
…Far better, Storyville: My Israel was the raw and far from resolved story of Yulie Cohen Gerstel…a stubborn corrective to the politics of hatred and division swirling around her.
http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/tv_and_radio/article3932744.ece
The independent
Thomas Sutcliffe
Thursday, 15 May 2008

…a strange, compelling film, mostly distinguished by a sense of pain…a portrait of a society simmering with rage and fear…

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/film-and-tv/tv-radio-reviews/last-nights-tv-the-girl-in-the-box-fivebr-my-israel-bbc4-828176.html
Director's statement:

Documenting myself and my family for the last eight years gave me an opportunity to transform myself from being identified with the state, seeing no difference between the collective and the personal, to a sense of self apart from the Israeli nation.  
To do so was to confront fear of the enemy and go against public opinion to make My Terrorist.  Then came the move through denial, my own as well as the denial of my family and my country, to make My Land Zion. After that came the focus on love, family and the pursuit of simple human happiness in My Brother.  This is one of the ways out of the violent narratives that keep us locked in wars. My Israel hopes to contribute to this change for which people are yearning.

General quotes

 “…With a searing honesty, [Cohen Gerstel’s films] lead you through a personal and sometimes grueling process of trying to make sense of the relationship between past and present, the individual and the collective, the self and the ‘other.’”     Emily Gottreich, Vice Chair, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Univ. of California at Berkeley intro to My Terrorist and My Land Zion screening at the centre Apr. ‘07.

"...I find Yulie's films a critical and much-needed expression of importance of dissent, particularly Jewish dissent, within the discourse on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  The ethic of dissent and its crucial importance in remaking a world gone wrong is a core tenet of Judaism and one which is too often forgotten.  For dissent is tied to justice and justice to dignity.  Opposing harm - indeed, laying siege to it - is a profound part of the Jewish tradition, and one that needs to be reclaimed as Yulie's films do.  Yet, dissent is often considered a form of defection and betrayal particularly in times of conflict when the impulse to silence and conformity is acute.  This is no less true of the Jewish people than of any other people.  Today, there is a war against dissent, a dangerous war that not only threatens what we think but how we construct our thoughts and who, in the end we become.  Whether we are talking about the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the war in Iraq or global terrorism, our right to oppose is being stigmatized and invalidated.  These two films show why we must try to create a world where affirmation is possible and dissent is mandatory, where our capacity to witness is not only restored but sanctioned."     Dr. Sara Roy - Senior Research Scholar Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard University  - intro to My Terrorist and My Land Zion screening at Carr Center for Human Rights Policy JFK School of Government.  Harvard Oct. 26th '05.

"Critical thinking at its best…should be used in any classroom to show students how we can turn a critical eye on our own lives and societies to grow, mature, and seek better solutions and better futures".     Becky Torstrick, Dept of Anthropology and Director of Women's Studies Indiana University, Author of "The Limits of Coexistence: Identity Politics in Israel". Oct. '05

"A brave soul-searching of a feminist mother who needs, for the sake of her daughters to confront the most troubling understandings about Israel – its foundation at the expense of the Palestinians, and the terrible price of racism, danger and death national Jewish sovereignty costs"     Orly Lubin, Comparative Literature and Women Studies, Tel Aviv University.

 

About My Terrorist:

“The movie's disparate voices coalesce here as an emotionally charged microcosm of the conflict."  New York Times, Stephen Holden, June ’04.

“An intelligent, deeply personal view of social and political issues that are longstanding and complex but not, she insists, intractable”.  Christian Science Monitor, David Sterrit., June ’04. 

“A Gripping and thoughtful documentary” New York Post , V.A Musetto, June 2004

“Her (Cohen Gerstel’s) apparent marginalization in Israeli society renders this political psychodrama all the more depressing” Village Voice, J. Hoberman, June ’04.

“A small but welcome ray of hope…this modest film delivers a simple but powerful message”. TV Guide, Ken Fox, June ’04.

“Powerfully, and…challengingly, personal” Newark Star-Ledger, June ’04.

About My Land Zion
"Remarkably brave and understanding" London Telegraph. Dec. 2nd. ’04.
"A fine quality of Yulie Cohen Gerstel's films in her skill and courage to expose the doubt one's convictions when challenged.  In My Land Zion she confronts friends and family about a central Israeli Jewish Dilemma, what is most important: life or land? By simple taking her own situation and personal relations as the starting point, she sensitively delves into complex feelings and issues facing the inhabitants of Israel, blending many subtleties into her search for understanding." Dox short reviews - May ’05.
