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THE BLONDS (Los Rubios) 
A film by Albertina Carri, produced by Barry Ellsworth  

 

“Innovative.” 
-VARIETY 

 

''One of the most original and creative  
examples of New Argentine Cinema." 

- CLARIN 

 
"...a tribute to the cinema itself.  "  

-Toronto Int'l Film Festival 
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Synopsis 
  
 

In 1977, when she was four years old, Albertina Carri’s parents vanished without a trace, 
victims of Argentina’s brutal military junta. In The Blonds, (or Los Rubios, her parents’ 
nickname) the young Argentinian filmmaker travels with her crew across Buenos Aires to 
unravel the mystery of her parents’ life, disappearance and death. Attacking the shifting 
projections of memory from many fronts, Carri enlists an actor, her parents’ comrades, 
fading photographs and happy Playmobil* dolls to investigate complicated questions of 
identity and responsibility. 
  
Who were the Carris? How did they disappear? Were they brunette or blond, revolutionaries 
or parents, or merely a fiction created by those who remember them? With every turn, a 
more complex and suspect truth emerges. In the end, merging fact, rumor and imagination, 
Carri succeeds in reconstructing her parent's fate and her own construction of them. 
Emotional fraught and intellectually provocative, The Blonds is a compelling meditation on 
what it means to remember, and how love, longing, and fear all play a role. Carri’s fresh 
cinematic vision reveals a generation forced to mourn those who they cannot remember, 
with resonance far beyond the tragic history of Argentina's “Dirty War.” 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
* Playmobil is a trademark of Geobra Brandstatter, Germany

 
Photos are available for download at www.wmm.com 
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Quotes 

“The Blonds is by far the most innovative and successful  
in bringing the horrors of the period to the present.”  

– Deborah Young, VARIETY 
 

“RIVETING! A daring personal viewpoint…[The Blonds] immediately 
establishes [Carri] as an innovative auteur with a distinctive personality. 

– Pablo Suárez, Film Comment 

“REFRESHING. A celebration of ideals and idealists,  
of people who gave up their lives for what they believe in.  

It is also a tribute to the cinema itself. 
– Diana Sanchez, Toronto International Film Festival 

  
“One of the most original and creative examples of New Argentine Cinema,  

The Blonds is also great political cinema, in the most complex  
and embracing meaning of that term.” 

– Diego Lerer, CLARIN  

“A true cinematographic manifesto. 
The Blonds takes a radical gamble; it speaks in first person  

about the personal and collective trauma of recent Argentine history.” 
– Marcelo Panozzo, El Amante Cine 

"Groundbreaking" 
– Gijon International Film Festival 

 
"Remarkable. Daring and intelligent...(Carri is a) talented filmmaker."  

– La Nacion 
 

“One of THE BEST FILMS OF 2003 … a landmark work in the  
blending of private, political, documentary and re-staged propositions of ‘reality’." 

– Robert Koehler, Rotten Tomatoes 
 

"(Albertina Carri) has a passionate way of understanding filmmaking.  
Sometimes it is not enough to have bravery, you need talent." 

– Los Inrockuptibles 
 

"Brave... one of the most creative testimonies on identity,  
on the last military dictatorship and on filmmaking." 

– El Summum 
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Argentina • 2003 • 89 Minutes • Color 
 

Director/Script 
Albertina Carri 

 
Producer 

Barry Ellsworth 
 

Executive Producer 
Pablo Wisznia 

 
Unit Production Manager 

Paola Pelzmajer 
 

Assistant Directors 
Santiago Giralt/Marcelo Zanelli 

 
Camera  

Carmen Torres/Albertina Carri 
 

Cinematography 
Catalina Fernandez 

 
Editor 

Alejandra Almirón 
 

Sound 
Jesica Suarez 

 
Title Design 

Nicolas Kasakoff 
 

Music 
Charly Garcia 

Ryuchi Sakamoto 
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Gonzalo Cordoba 
 

Cast/Characters 
Analia Couceyro 

 

Publicity Contact: Cindy Kridle, Marketing and Communications Manager,  
Women Make Movies, ckridle@wmm.com, 212-925-0606 X30 
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Festivals and Awards 

 

• Buenos Aires International Film Festival 
* Audience Award, Best Film 
* Jury Award, Best Argentine Film 
* Official Jury Special Mention 
* SIGNIS Film Critics Association Special Mention 
 

• CLARIN - Best Documentary, Best Actress, Best Music 

• Toronto International Film Festival 

• Miami International Film Festival 

• Rotterdam International Film Festival 

• Göteborg Film Festival 

• Festival Int’l del Nuevo Cine Latinoamericano, Havana 

• Film Society of Lincoln Center, Latin Beat Series 

• London Film Festival 

• Princeton Film Festival 

• Gijon International Film Festival 
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Biographies 

ALBERTINA CARRI, Director  
 
Albertina Carri was born in 1973 and presently works in Buenos Aires. In 1991 and 
1992, she studied screenwriting, cinematography and direction at the Fundacion 
Universidad del Cine. In 2000, with the support of the National Film Institute and 
the Hubert Bals Fund, she wrote and directed her first dramatic feature film, I 
Won’t Go Back Home , about the intersecting lives of two Buenos Aires families 
brought together by a murder, which was selected for the Buenos Aires, Vienna, 
London and Rotterdam festivals, among others.  
 
Carri received the Antorchas Foundation’s creation grant, which she used to 
investigate animation techniques, resulting in Barbie Can Also Be Sad , a polysexual 
pornographic soap opera starring Barbie and Ken that has screened at festivals 
around the world. Her second feature, The Blonds was completed with the  support 
of The National Arts Fund. Carri is currently at work on her next dramatic feature, 
Gemini, which has received the Fonds Sud grant and begins production in 2004. 

 

 
 
 
 

Barry Ellsworth, Producer 
Barry Ellsworth co-founded Apparatus Productions with  Christine Vachon, Todd 
Haynes, and James Schamus.  He collaborated on the underground film classic 
Superstar: The Karen Carpenter Story, and Poison , which won the grand jury 
award at The Sundance Film Festival.  He has also played a key role in the 
realization of documentaries such as Secuestro: Story of a Kidnapping, which 
reconstructs three months in the life of a Colombian family during their daughter’s 
kidnapping, and Anemone Me by Pulitzer Prize winning playwright Suzan -Lori 
Parks.  He has directed six short films, including Tommy’s with the actor Steve 
Buscemi.  He currently develops and produces films by emerging filmmakers with 
strong personal vision in the United States and Latin America. 
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Director’s Statement 
 
 

In 1999, I started researching on “the fiction of memory” – objective facts faced to fantasies, 
pieces of stories confronted to the impossibility of remembering certain things and the totally 
randomized impossibility of forgetting some details. In that moment, I entered that tunnel, 
and that erratic, ambitious and desperate search turned into the first half-hour of The Blonds. 
 
While I was trying to rip my parents’ absence (as if it were a corpse), I managed to put the 
past together with the present. Linking my present as a film director with my past, which is 
marked by this absence, seemed to be not only an ambitious work to do, but also an imper-
tinent and challenging one. A challenge that appeared to be impossible, as my will of not 
talking about “The Past” with the solemnity that it would have meant—was unchangeable. This 
was not understood by any fund or producer that read my project. History, for them, lies in my 
parents’ “disappearance” and not in my constitution as a person starting from an absence. 
 
The Blonds is a game of mirrors w ith stories, substories and parallel stories, on rejection and 
encounters. Some are included in the film while others are part of a legend that grew around 
the picture. These mirrors of reality-fiction-documentary are showed in the movie as the 
“world of memory.” For The Blonds and for me (as a result of it), memory is a vital organ, 
sometimes painful, sometimes delicious and sometimes scary. Memory is the Other’s look 
exposed to his experience and his omissions. “While omitting it remembers,” writes the main 
character, an actress who plays myself while I direct her in the film.  
 
After this erratic, ambitious and desperate search, The Blonds finds its own way and tells the 
making of the picture. And I find the movie when the actress is playing myself as a character, 
and a woman, a neighbor of fine from the last place I lived with my parents, describes by 
family as “blond.” And during this looking for a film shape, I find out a new family, the family 
made from us, those who made the picture. 
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